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represented a feeling in the country with which it
would be unwise to come into conflict;  she saw
that policy dictated a withdrawal;   and she deter-
mined to make the very best use of an unfortunate
circumstance.    The Commons were overwhelmed
when they learnt what had happened;  discontent
was turned to adoration;   there was a flood of
sentiment, and the accumulated popularity of half
a century suddenly leapt up to its highest point.
They sent a deputation to express their gratitude,
and she received them in state.    " In all duty and
thankfulness,"   said   the   Speaker,   as   the  whole
company knelt before her, " prostrate at your feet,
we present our most loyal and thankful hearts, and
the last spirit in our nostrils, to be poured out,
to be breathed up, for your safety."    There was
a   pause;    and   then   the  high  voice   rang   out:
" Mr.   Speaker,  we perceive your  coming is to
present thanks unto us;  know I accept them with
no less joy than your loves can have desired to
offer such a present, and do more esteem it than
any treasure or riches, for those we know how to
prize, but loyalty, love, and thanks I account them
invaluable; and, though God hath raised me high,
yet this I account the glory of my crown, that
I have reigned with your loves."    She stopped,
and told them to stand up, as she had more to say
to  them.    "When   I   heard   it,"   she  went  on,
" I could give no rest unto my thoughts until
I had reformed it, and those varlets, lewd persons,
abusers of my bounty, shall know I will not suffer